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A 73‐year‐old woman was struck on the left elbow by a bamboo stick, which penetrated into her left arm, and she reported that she removed the stick herself. A plain radiograph of the arm revealed a large subcutaneous (s.c.) radiolucent region (Fig. [1](#ams2490-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}A). Therefore, traumatic s.c. emphysema was suspected. However, the region had a linear well‐defined edge. Subsequently, the lung window settings of computed tomography (CT) could differentiate the remaining fragment of the bamboo stick from s.c. air, although the standard window and level settings of CT could not detect the remaining fragment (Fig. [1](#ams2490-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}B). The remaining fragment was surgically removed.

![A, Plain radiograph of the arm revealed a subcutaneous radiolucent region with liner well‐defined edges. B, Lung window settings of CT detected the remaining fragment of the bamboo stick, C, although the standard window and level settings of CT could not detect it.](AMS2-7-e490-g001){#ams2490-fig-0001}

Bamboo foreign bodies appear as cylindrical radiolucent regions with linear well‐defined edges on plain radiographs because bamboo stem, which is hollow and cylindrical, contains a large amount of air.[1](#ams2490-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"} This characteristic is an important diagnostic clue regarding the remaining bamboo foreign bodies. Serious complications, including infections, can occur as a result of a single bamboo foreign fragment in the body. Therefore, bamboo foreign bodies have to be removed completely and safely. CT can confirm the presence of the bamboo foreign bodies, as well as provide information about their size, shape, number, and anatomical location, and the associated tissue injuries. Therefore, CT should be considered before surgical procedure.

Previous studies on wooden foreign bodies reported that the wide window width settings of CT, such as lung window settings, can detect wooden foreign bodies, although standard window and level settings cannot differentiate dry wood from air because of their similar CT numbers.[2](#ams2490-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"} Based on our experience, lung window settings can also clearly detect bamboo foreign bodies. When bamboo foreign bodies are suspected, lung window settings of CT should be used.
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